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Iowa is one of the major farm states the nation. 
how successful we may be in balancing our economy with more 
nities, farming still will be, probably always, the single most 
of 
source of income to the state. Iowa business and industry is directly related 
to, and is heavily dependent upon, the welfare of Iowa agriculture. For that 
reason the instability of Iowa agriculture and the relatively unfavorable farm 
income picture is of keen importance to of Iowa and must be given major 
consideration by any group which is concerned with the future growth and wel-
fare of this state. 
American farmers have been beset by a wide range of ly intense 
problems ever since anything faintly resembling commercial agriculture came 
into being in this country. For ever since agriculture in this nation took on 
a commercial aspect, the industry has been constantly out of "adjustment." Ad-
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farm "problems." Rather the committee lists six lem 
it believes that correct measures have profound upon the 
well being of Iowa and especially Iowa agriculture, and would 
minimize what might otherwise not-1 appear as major problema. 
ADJUSTIYlENT 
Io"t-7a 's 
Undoubtedly the foremost problem of American (and Iowa) agriculture 
its lack of ability to adjust readily and without painful repercussions to 
customer demand and technological advances within the industry. As a result 
the industry has been marked by great instability. Except for a few brief 
periods in recent history, agriculture almost always has been producing slight-
ly more than the market would absorb at prices which farmers considered fair or 
which would keep farm income in any kind of reasonable balance with nonufarm 
income. Farm productivity has increased and continues to increase at a faster 
rate than market demand. 
Against this generally gloomy back-drop there have been short-term 
factors ...... including particularly the farmer's own lack of ability to do any 
kind of concerted 
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PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING 
The absolute importance of adequate supplies of food and fiber to 
national well-being make agriculture an industry which demands wide-spread 
public interest and understanding. Public interest is made evident through a 
wide range of farm legislation dating back now almost 100 years. It is essen-
tial that such legislation be soundly based on well-informed public opinion; 
~ut that is growing constantly more difficult. 
One hundred years ago about 45 per cent of our population was en-
gaged in agriculture. Now that number has declined to 13 per cent; 
within the next few decades it rr~y drop off to 5 per 
cent. It was only a few years ago, relatively speaking, when virtually the 
entire nation was made up either of farm people or of city and town dwellers 
who were only one generation removed from agriculture. Then the general under-
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RECOMMENDATION: There is a real need for better pub 
of the role agriculture in the economy, 
industry, the real ion changes which are taking place in 
farmer compared to industry labor and the importance of a 
healthy to a sound economy. We strongly recommend that 
Agricultural ~xtension Service be charged with the responsibility of 
producing educational movies and materials, such as pamphlets, which 
will have as their sole purpose the creation of a better understand-
ing of farming and farm problems. This, it seems to us, will be vi-
tal in the development of sound, long-time agricultural policies;for 
in the long run these policies must have the understanding and sup-
port of the consumers. 
GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING 
One of the real problems in Iowa agriculture today is "adjusting"its 
personnel to the new circumstances which now prevail. 
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to make them successful. They should be encour-
livelihood. But their opportunities for learn-
ing of jobs or other occupations are extremely limited. There is no guidance 
and counselling service that adequately serves the needs these peop $ many 
of whom may have decided of their own volition that they should make a change 
but for the lack of knowledge do not know how to go about making it. 
On the other hand there are young people entering farming who~given 
the discouragement of a few bad years, leave the business. There are other 
alert young farm boys who would make top flight farmers. In many cases they 
should be encouraged to consider farming as a means of livelihood. But that 
encouragement should be given carefully and judiciously, pointing out the 
capital requirements which are involved and the problems which may be antici-
pated. 
In short, one of the major problems of agriculture has been that many 
of our state and national policies have always encouraged people (and still do) 
to 
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RECOMMENDATION: The are 
acute. They are changing very that our high 
schools intensify their and counselling programs, 
ly pointing out the unique requirements the successful 
farm operator under present conditions. We ly recommend that 
vocational agriculture) 4-H and extension programs all be carefully 
re-examined to determine whether they are completely taking into ac-
count the adjustments which are going on in agriculture today. We 
also recommend that vocational agriculture be offered only as an 
elective course to those students who are obviously qualified for 
farm related occupations. We recommend that the extension service 
place relatively more emphasis on programs concerned with the young 
farm families; thus early in their farming experience these young 
people may more clearly determine the opportunities which are open 
to them in agriculture as compared to related fields. There may be 
also in this field the place for local committees to assist in help· 
ing young farm families of demonstrated ability make contact with 
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The capital requirements of Iowa Agriculture as farms become larger 
and larger is one of our main problems. How, for instance, do we meet the pro-
blem of passing from one generation to the next, the modern highly capitalized 
Iowa farm which may represent anywhere from $75,000 to $100,000 in capital in-
vestment. 
RECOMMENDATION: On the one hand, it can be argued with validity 
that there has been a too-rapid influx of capital into agriculture 
in the form of fertilizer, machinery, seed, feed additives -- at 
least too fast in terms of the needs of.the market for farm products. 
On the other hand there is an unquestioned need for a type of capital 
and credit mechanism which will make it possible for our present 
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Cooperatives 
played an important part in the field of marketing. But the fact remains that 
much lost motion occurs in this vital step between the farmers gate and the 
first processing of his raw material either at the nearby trading center or the 
far off city. 
In general it can be stated categorically that the farmer, through 
his marketing organization generally, is in a weak bargaining position -- de-
spite all his efforts to the contrary. In addition, coincident with the revo-
lution in production which is taking place in American agriculture, we also 
appear to be on the threshold of a similar revolution in our whole marketing 
process. Vertical integration may be one manifestation of new factors in this 
field. It is not unlikely that some fairly fundamental changes are in the 
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RESEARCH 
Almost from the time that achieved resembling a 
commercial status in this country, it has been a national policy to carry on 
a wide range of activities under the heading of "agricultural research" .. 
Actually it is difficult to c very much the billions of 
dollars that have been spent in this field and to say categorically that it 
was either for the benefit of producer or consumer. In fact the bulk of the 
money that has been spent on so-called agricultural research has been for the 
national welfare in the broadest sense of the word. Originally benefits fre-
quently aE>e:J7.u-ed to the farmers who first took advantage of the research made 
available with these public monies. But in the final analysis, with American 
agriculture in an almost constant state of over-production, the benefits of 
this research insofar as the individual farmer was concerned are indeed quest· 
ionable. 
This is not to even so much as hint that such research, which has 
paid off so handsomely in helping make this the best-fed, best-clothed nation 
the ~vorld ever be halted or in manner. But 
the situation does rai.se ion, chronic 
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ture in 
research.. In 
publicly-supported agricultural 
respect~ in particular, Iowa can have influence 
on national adjustment which agriculture so greatly needs. 
RECOMMENDATION: Further industrialization of Iowa is not the sole 
answer to Iowa's farm problem. Nevertheless, the existence of more 
factories amidst the farms brings not only additional close-to-home 
outlets for agricultural products but ~lso brings a better balance 
to our economy and provides employment for displaced farm workers. 
We endorse th~se steps which the stat3 might take which will encour-
age St'-1.0!e ini·~ustrit?.l grov1th in Iowa. 
